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[bookmark: _GoBack]Point in Time Assessment (PITA)
A PITA model of assessment moves away from a linear model of assessment where the term At Expected refers to a pupil having understood the majority of their year group curriculum. Meaning a child cannot be regarded as working at Expected or Greater Depth until the summer term, because they have not been taught enough of the curriculum yet. In a PITA approach, being at Expected means that a pupil is working comfortably with what has been taught to date. We have chosen an assessment system that helps teachers to be clear about:

1. What is the child’s starting point?
2. How successful the children are at the things they have been taught so far?
3. How on track they are to reach their end-of-year expectations. 
4. How much support do they need to be successful?

In a Point in Time Assessment, learning is assessed against what has been taught to date and learner's achievements are compared against the expected levels of understanding and competencies relative to that 'point in time'.  Where a learner is deemed to be meeting expectations, their attainment is graded as 'Expected'. 
Teachers use their formative and summative assessment knowledge of a child to make a professional judgement as to whether the child is, at that point in time, secure and on track to achieve age-related expectations by the end of the academic year (Expected EXS) or whether they are performing below (Working towards WTS) or above (Greater depth GDS) those age-related expectations. The table below explains each stage of assessment.
	Working below 
	B
	Working below their current year group curriculum.

	Working towards
	WTS
	Working within current year group curriculum and not secure in what has been taught.

	Expected
	EXS
	Secure in learning taught so far in the current year group curriculum.

	Greater Depth
	GDS
	Mastered learning taught so far and delves deeper into taught concepts in more detail.



Making a point in time assessment
In order to make robust judgements, teachers have a good understanding of the program of study and a clear sense of what they expect of their learners throughout the year. This approach is guided by how well a learner has attained the skills taught so far, but may also be informed by test performance and the teacher's wider understanding of their pupils: current attainment, retaining of skills, motivation, any additional support and how they transfer what they've learnt to tests.

It is worth noting that children who are on track in the Autumn or Spring term to gain age Expected standard at the end of the year, may still have some gaps in their learning - if a gap remains, they will not meet Expected in July. For example, a child having difficulty understanding new concepts or learning new skills may not achieve Expected at the end of the year.  Teachers will address gaps in learning or understanding over the following months and will be able to highlight them to parents to support them at home and be fully aware of what their child needs to achieve Expected at the end of the year.

Measuring progress
Progress is measured by comparing Point in Time Assessments over time. If a learner consistently achieves the same stage, they are judged to be progressing at the rate expected. Where a learner moves up a stage, this suggests that they have achieved more than expected making better than expected progress. If they move down a grade, this suggests they have achieved less than was expected and so have made less than expected progress.

Point in Time Assessments can also be used to predict end of year and end of key stage attainment. As long as expectations have been mapped out appropriately, a learner currently attaining at Expected in Year 3 can be thought of as 'on track' to reach the Expected standard at the end of Key Stage 2. Of course, any such future projection assumes learners will continue to make progress against the school's expectations at the same rate.  

Sharing with parents
Point in time assessments will be shared with parents at consultations along with targets for writing and maths and how to support your child at home with reading. Assessments using NFER papers and previous SATs papers have been carried out this term to inform teachers’ assessment judgements. As these assessments are based on the wider curriculum for reading, grammar and maths they are used as a baseline at this point in the year. Assessments will be shared with parents later in the academic year when more of the curriculum has been taught and therefore the scores are more meaningful.
